




6          2nd Diversity on Boards Conference, 1-3 September 2009, Sydney NSW Australia 

WOB Mentoring Dinner:  Wednesday 2 September 2009 

Harvesting Talent 

The WOB Mentoring Dinner is a highlight of the Diversity on Boards Conference. 
Themed "Harvesting Talent" the focus of the dinner is on fostering and leveraging 
female leadership talent in all spheres of Australian corporate, government and 
community life. 

More than 30 directors, including 18 company chairs, are attending the dinner as table 
mentors to share their experience and knowledge with aspirant directors by working 
through a hypothetical case study in an informal and cosy atmosphere. 

Raffle 

The dinner will also be the major fundraiser for The St Judes School in northern 
Tanzania. Guests are invited to purchase a $10 raffle ticket to win one of 35 packs of LINDEMANS® new 
release Early Harvest wine with all proceeds going to the school. The wine complements the release of 
gardening book, Harvest, by horticulturalist Meredith Kirton, in the same week as the Conference. Copies of 
the book will be available for sale during the Conference, with all profits going to St Judes. 

  

6:00pm Pre-dinner drinks outside the Grand Ballroom 

6:40pm Move into the Grand Ballroom 

7:00pm Dinner commences 

7:20pm Presentation on St Judes School, Northern Tanzania 

7:30pm Helen Lynch AM, Chair of The Westpac Foundation 

7:40pm Launch of WOB Mentoring Program 

Introduction to Mentoring Session 

7:50pm Discussions with Table Mentors Commence 

8:50pm Comments and Discussion 

9:10pm Presentation of Conference Scholarships 
John Colvin, CEO Australian Institute of Company Directors 
Angus Macalister, GM Learning & Development Australian Institute of Management 

9:20pm Dinner Wrap-up 

9:30pm Networking 

10:00pm Close  

 

MC: Jean Kitson, Australian comedy legend 

Jean Kittson is a multi-talented performer and writer and is one of Australia's best 
known and most popular comedians, in theatre and movies and print, and on television 
and radio. Jean is a regular guest on ABC’s 702 top rating “Thank God It’s Friday”, and 
ABC TV’s The Einstein Factor and Channel 9’s 20 to 0ne. She is a columnist with 
Readers Digest “Health Smart” magazine and recently performed in a sell out season of 
the play, “Mum’s The Word, Teenagers” in Sydney and Perth. 
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Conference Day Two: Thursday 3 September 2009 

Sheraton on the Park 
161 Elizabeth Street 

  

6:30am Morning Exercise Sessions 

8:00am Registration 

8:45am Plenary 3: Gender is a Business Issue 

Session Chair: Narelle Hooper, Editor BOSS Financial Review 

Avivah Wittenberg-Cox, CEO 20-First and President European Professional Women’s Network
The business case for diversity: Are boards prepared beyond the GFC? 

Renee Adams, Professor of Finance - University of Queensland 
Beyond the glass ceiling: Does gender matter? 

10:00am Plenary 4: Why Women Matter: A Resources Industry Perspective 

Session Chair: Narelle Hooper, Editor BOSS Financial Review 

Peter McCarthy, Managing Director AMC Consultants 
Is there a place for women on mining boards? 

Emma Wimberley, Queensland Resources Council 
Attracting younger women to a career in resources.\ 

Erica Smyth, Chair Toro Energy Ltd 
Reflections on a career spent in the resources sector. 

11:00am Morning tea  

11.30am  Plenary 5: Strategies for Advancing Women 

Session Chair: Jeanne Vida Douglas, Business Review Weekly 

Megan Dalla-Camina, Director of Strategy for Australia and NZ, IBM 
Kate Rimer, Executive Director People & Development, Mallesons Stephen Jaques 
Liz Cacciottola, Senior Advisor, UBS Wealth Management, APAC 

1.00pm Lunch   

2:00pm Plenary 6: Cultural Change in the Boardroom 

Sarah Cornally, Cornally Enterprises 

3:30pm Afternoon tea   

4.00pm Plenary 7: Time for Action – Getting the Message Across 

Session Chair: Claire Braund, Women on Boards 

Jane Caro, Media Commentator 
Are women getting the message across? 

Panel discussion with Ruth Medd, Jeanne Vida Douglas and Sarah Cornally 

5:00pm Closing remarks  




